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Nearly everyone thinks of the Zhou (JOH) as just another civilization to add to the history textbooks; the textbooks that give people scoliosis later in life. In other words, the Zhou Dynasty is not usually deeply researched by the general public. But archeologist Lindsey Goes is one of the many exceptions. On September 16th, she was digging with her team in Eastern China, when she spotted that there were odd carvings on the stone around her. With a bit more dusting, she found that the carvings were early Chinese characters. Translating, she discovered that it was a detailed description of The Warring States Period of the Zhou Dynasty.
A bit of background knowledge is required here.  The Zhou Dynasty is the one following the Shang Dynasty. In the 12th century BCE, while the Shang was busy warring with tribes to the north and east, they paid no attention to the activities of their western neighbors, the warrior Zhou. Based out of the Wei River valley, they were making alliances left and right with other people that were not happy with the cruelty of Shang rule at that point in time. So, led by a man named Wu Wang, the Zhou attacked, and prevailed. (To the left: Wu Wang.)
When Wu Wang died, another man referred to as Zhougong (or the Duke of Zhou) became regent until Wu Wang’s son came of age.  (To the right: Zhougong.) He set up the Zhou’s feudalist government. This means that there were separate city-states that made up their kingdom, and each one was ruled by a Zhou nobleman. This nobleman governed his own fief, but he owed military services and other types of support to the king. In this way, China experienced more than two centuries of unbroken peace. 
During this time, many new inventions were made. Before the Zhou, everything metal was bronze, but they learned to use iron. New farming techniques were used, producing more food. Larger cities, canals, and roads were built. The usage of coins was introduced, and books and even chopsticks were even invented.  (To the left: a knife-shaped coin used by the Zhou.)
Of course, all good things must come to an end. The Zhou capital, Zongzhou, was attacked around 770 BCE by invading tribes. It all went downhill from there. They had to move to their secondary capital, Chengzhou, which is modern Luoyang. Zhou royalty lost almost all of their power, which meant the nobles in charge of the fiefs were really the ones in charge. Because of this, each state tried to expand and take over other states. By the end of this period, called the Spring and Autumn Period, there were only seven states. 
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In the Warring States Period, the seven states battled constantly for Zhou rule. It was previously thought that they fought and continued to act honorably, like their ancestors, but the new find has proved otherwise. It is an account of the war style of the time. Their strategy was deadly and ruthless, with war chariots and cavalry with crossbows. Their armies numbered in the thousands, and nobility was replaced professional commanders where leaders were concerned. Prisoners were not taken as servants; they were all killed. States turned from agriculture to military strength, and taxes were collected by armed soldiers. 
Previous assumptions were completely wrong, which just proves that not everything is known about early civilizations. It’s time to rewrite the history books!
