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Reflection for Scrapbook


The Zhou Dynasty was a Dynasty of China that lasted from 1046 B.C.E to 256 B.C.E. At 800 years, it is the longest lasting dynasty in China. It was started by the Zhou tribe just to the west of the previous dynasty’s rule (the Shang). While the Shang was preoccupied with nomads and barbarians to the north and east, the Zhou made alliances with other tribes and attacked from the west. After three years, they conquered. 

The first 200 years, the Western Zhou Period, were peaceful. However, when barbarians took the Zhou capital Chengzhou (modern Louyang), the royal family had to move eastward to their secondary capital Zongzhou. This started the Eastern Zhou Period. The people saw that the capital had been overrun, and looked to their feudal lords rather than the royal family for protection. The feudal lords gained power because of this, and became greedy. In the Spring and Autumn Period of the Eastern Zhou Period, they started fighting amongst themselves, and in the late portion of this period the royal family’s power disappeared, and eventually so did the family itself.
In The Warring States Period of the Eastern Zhou Period, the feudal states were in all-out war. (Hence the name.) In all the turmoil, several people wondered what was the point of it all. Thus sprung up many well-known philosophies, such as Confucianism, Daoism, and Legalism. The period started out with many states, with the larger ones taking over the smaller ones. It ended in one of the smallest states to begin with (the Qin) conquering all of the rest.
My page topics were: famous people, inventions, literature and music, and philosophy. My last page was postcards. My famous people included Wen Wang (the first emperor), Wu Wang/Ji Fa (Wen Wang’s son who led the attack on the Shang), Sun Tzu (the author of  The Art of War), Confucius (founder of Confucianism), and Lao Zi (founder of Daoism). I believe I chose well in these people, as they were very relevant to the Zhou Dynasty. Especially the first emperor and his son. 
The inventions were interesting to look for. I had to reuse the chariot picture, because the other chariot pictures were not very good and this one was actually accurate. I also had to reuse the black-and-white picture of the knife-coins because it clearly represented the different types, unlike all the other pictures. They did do that, yes, but they had more than one for each type, which made things confusing. 
I was scrambling a bit for literature and music. All I had was the Book of Songs and ceremonial bells to begin with. I had to use two pictures of the bells because I couldn’t come up with anything else, but I believe that both pictures are relevant, as one’s a close-up and the other shows a few of them together. I know philosophy wasn’t a categorical option, but since I’ve been neglecting it for the past two quarters I think it deserves its own page. Doing symbols and quotes was a small stroke of genius on my part. Otherwise I would’ve just done the founders’ pictures again. Boring.

Overall, I learned a lot from this project. One, to cite things when I find them. It took me an unbelievable amount of time to track all of my pictures down. Even longer to cite them. One of the pictures took me a solid ten minutes just to find and cite. Of course, Easybib has gone through some funky reimaging that didn’t want to accept most of my cites, so that didn’t make it any shorter. 
Second, not to procrastinate. Well, sort of. Every project has taught me that procrastinating isn’t a good idea, but I still do it. I really don’t mean to, it’s just that the things due tomorrow have more importance to me than something due in a month. I love the fact we have a month of opportunities to do our project not from a student standpoint, but from a strategical one. It gives us a false sense of security, and then makes us feel really really bad when we’re doing it the night before. When encourages us not to, which is perfect, except it doesn’t really work. I’m sitting at the computer the afternoon before the due date, not daring to actually put together the last two remaining pages of my scrapbook because two very curious and artistic little girls are over. If I had done them say, a few weeks ago, I wouldn’t have that problem. I feel bad, yet I know that I’m still going to do it next time.
This accumulation of projects so far has taught me not only the facts and whatever about the Zhou Dynasty, but it taught me a whole new life style. I have to admit, I never thought I would pick China for my culture. When I did, my first thought was “I have no clue what this is. What am I doing to do?” I had no idea that the Zhou Dynasty was Chinese. I have not done very much else in the Oriental area of knowledge. So in learning about this, I learned another way of life.
